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News Confusion: What Is News?

Rationale/Main Concept: What types of things, when they happen, are considered 
news? In this activity, students will play a fast-paced sorting game that will get them 
thinking about what types of events and stories make it into the headlines. They’ll 
learn about the 10 categories the Newseum uses to defi ne what is news, and they’ll 
take a look at front pages from around the world to start a discussion about why news 
is different depending on where you are.

Time: 45 minutes
Grades: 4th–8th grade; different procedures for 4th–6th graders and 6th–8th graders

Materials: 
-  Three sets of “News Confusion” game headlines included in this packet, with individual   
   headlines cut apart

-  Three sets of Newseum “What Is News?” category signs included in this packet,   
   cut apart

-  A selection of today’s front pages from the Newseum Web site: 
   http://www.newseum.org/todaysfrontpages/default.asp
     If you do not have easy online access in your classroom, print out a few of the front   
   pages from different states and different countries to use at the front of the class.

Objectives — Students/Participants Will Be Able to:
-  Defi ne “news”

-  List several of the 10 different categories of news

-  Explain why news might be different in different places 

Procedure for 4th–6th grade students:
-  What is news? Ask students for their ideas. Explain that news is information that   
   people need. Tell them the Newseum has made a list of 10 categories of things that    
   are news when they happen. Put the list up on the board or overhead and go 
   through what each category means using the examples provided, or your own   
   examples, to illustrate them.

PRE-VISIT ACTIVITIES
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PRE-VISIT ACTIVITIES

Firsts — stories about the fi rst man on the moon or the fi rst athlete to win eight 
gold medals in a single Olympics

Life — stories about a famous person having a baby or about a person living 
to a very old age; stories that we can all understand because they are about 
experiences we share

Hate — stories about terrorist attacks or segregation in America

Freedom — stories about a protest in Washington or the emancipation of the 
slaves in America

War — stories about battles in Iraq and Afghanistan or about the life of a family 
waiting for a soldier to come home from war

Death — stories about a famous person dying or about a fatal car crash

Sacrifi ce — stories about a person working long hours to support their family or 
about an athlete training hard to break a record

Peace — stories about the end of a war or two gangs getting together to talk about 
stopping fi ghting

Love — stories about famous people getting married (romantic love) or a person 
working to help the poor (brotherly love)

Breakthroughs — stories about fi nally achieving a dream or goal or about 
discovering a new medicine

-  Divide your class into three teams. Tell them they’re about to play a game called      
  “News Confusion.” Each team will be given an assortment of news headlines. They will  
   also get signs for each of the 10 “What Is News?” categories. Their task is to lay out      
   the category signs and then sort their set of headlines into those different categories.   
   The team that organizes their headlines the fastest wins!

-  When the race is over, give all the teams time to fi nish sorting. Then have each group   
   present which headlines they put into which categories.
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-  There are no wrong answers as long as students can explain why a certain story fi ts a  
   certain category. Did different groups sort the headlines in different ways? Discuss 
   why. (Many stories fi t into more than one category.)

-  Show students an assortment of today’s front pages from the Newseum Web site.      
   Pick two or three newspapers from other states and two or three from other countries.        
   Talk about which categories these front-page stories would fi t into. Why do different      
   newspapers have different stories on their front pages? (What is news depends on      
   where you live. A story about a hurricane hitting Florida will be more important in      
   Florida than in Japan.)

Procedure for 6th–8th grade students:
-  Divide your class into three teams. Tell them they’re about to play a game called           
   “News Confusion.” Each team will be given an assortment of news headlines.       
   Their task is to come up with categories to put the jumble in order and then sort      
   the headlines into those categories. For example, a team might decide to put all 
   the stories about sports together in one pile and all the stories about science in      
   another pile. Or a team could decide to put all the stories about famous people 
   in one pile and all the stories about everyday people in another pile. Or a team       
   could decide to put good news in one pile and bad news in another pile — the ways      
   to organize are endless. The team that organizes their headlines the fastest wins.

-  When the race is over, give all the teams time to fi nish sorting. Then have each group      
   present the categories they invented for sorting and which headlines they put in      
   each category. If time allows, play the game again, but have each team come up with    
   a new set of categories to organize the headlines.

-  What is news? Ask students for their ideas. They can draw on the game they just      
   played and the categories they invented in this discussion. Tell them the Newseum      
   has made a list of 10 categories of things that are news when they happen. Put the      
   list up on the board or overhead and go through what each category means using      
   examples to illustrate them.

Firsts — stories about the fi rst man on the moon or the fi rst athlete to win eight 
gold medals in a single Olympics

Life — stories about a famous individual having a baby or about a person living 
to a very old age; stories that we can all understand because they are about 
experiences we share

-

-
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Hate — stories about terrorist attacks or segregation in America

Freedom — stories about a protest in Washington or the emancipation of the 
slaves in America

War — stories about battles in Iraq and Afghanistan or about the life of a family 
waiting for a soldier to come home from war

Death — stories about a famous person dying or about a fatal car crash

Sacrifi ce — stories about a person working long hours to support their family or 
about an athlete training hard to break a record

Peace — stories about the end of a war or two gangs getting together to talk about 
stopping fi ghting

Love — stories about famous people getting married (romantic love) or a person 
working to help the poor (brotherly love)

Breakthroughs — stories about fi nally achieving a dream or goal or about 
discovering a new medicine

-  Tell the students you’re going to play “News Confusion” one more time. Give each       
   team a set of signs for the 10 “What Is News?” categories. Have them race to sort the   
   headlines into these 10 categories.

-  When the race is over, give all the teams time to fi nish sorting. Then have each group   
   present which headlines they put into which categories.

-  There are no wrong answers as long as students can explain why a certain story fi ts a  
   certain category. Did different groups sort the headlines in different ways? Discuss   
   why. (Many stories fi t in more than one of the 10 categories.)

-  Show students an assortment of today’s front pages from the Newseum Web site. 
Pick two or three newspapers from other states and two or three from other countries. 
Talk about which categories these front-page stories would fi t into. Why do different 
newspapers have different stories on their front pages? (What is news depends  on 
where you live. A story about a hurricane hitting Florida will be more important in  
Florida than in Japan.)
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Lesson Extension:
-  As a warm-up activity before doing another lesson in this packet or to remind      
   students about their upcoming trip to the Newseum, go online with your students     
   to the Newseum’s “Today’s Front Pages” Web site. Have the students read aloud the        
   headlines for a few of the newspapers’ lead stories and decide into which of the      
   “What Is News?” categories the stories fi t.

-  Or, fi nd two front pages online that both cover the same national story with             
   different headlines. Do both headlines sound like they fi t in the same category or      
   categories? Can a headline shape into which category a story fi ts? 
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Soccer Team Wins First District Championship

Scientist Finds Cure for Common Cold

Student Wins Award for Community Service

U.S. Forces Fight Battle in Iraq

Movie Star Gives Birth to Triplets

Famous Businesswoman Dies

Great-Great-Grandmother Celebrates Her 
100th Birthday

Fighting Breaks Out Between Countries in 
Central America
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Sister Donates Kidney to Save Brother’s Life

Company Reveals First Trash-Powered Car 

Group Works to Help Get Teens Out of Gangs

Immigrants Celebrate Becoming Citizens

Massive Protest in Local Park

Mayor To Be Married on Saturday

India and Pakistan to Discuss 
End to Fighting Along Border

Fishing Boat Sinks, Three People Dead
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Video-Game Champion Says 
Practice Is Key to Success

Students Collect Food for Homeless Shelter 

Racist Poster Found Outside Library
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FIRSTS

LIFE

DEATH

WAR

SACRIFICE

HATE

FREEDOM

LOVE

BREAKTHROUGHS

PEACE



<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true
  /AutoRotatePages /None
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (Dot Gain 20%)
  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Error
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.4
  /CompressObjects /Tags
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages true
  /CreateJobTicket false
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default
  /DetectBlends true
  /DetectCurves 0.0000
  /ColorConversionStrategy /CMYK
  /DoThumbnails false
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedOpenType false
  /ParseICCProfilesInComments true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 1048576
  /LockDistillerParams false
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize true
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true
  /PreserveCopyPage true
  /PreserveDICMYKValues true
  /PreserveEPSInfo true
  /PreserveFlatness true
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false
  /PreserveOPIComments true
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts true
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Apply
  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve
  /UsePrologue false
  /ColorSettingsFile ()
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /CropColorImages true
  /ColorImageMinResolution 300
  /ColorImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleColorImages true
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /ColorImageResolution 300
  /ColorImageDepth -1
  /ColorImageMinDownsampleDepth 1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages true
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /CropGrayImages true
  /GrayImageMinResolution 300
  /GrayImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleGrayImages true
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /GrayImageResolution 300
  /GrayImageDepth -1
  /GrayImageMinDownsampleDepth 2
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages true
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /CropMonoImages true
  /MonoImageMinResolution 1200
  /MonoImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleMonoImages true
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /MonoImageResolution 1200
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeMonoImages true
  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects false
  /CheckCompliance [
    /None
  ]
  /PDFX1aCheck false
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile ()
  /PDFXOutputConditionIdentifier ()
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName ()
  /PDFXTrapped /False

  /CreateJDFFile false
  /Description <<

    /BGR <>
    /CHS <FEFF4f7f75288fd94e9b8bbe5b9a521b5efa7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065876863900275284e8e9ad88d2891cf76845370524d53705237300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c676562535f00521b5efa768400200050004400460020658768633002>
    /CHT <FEFF4f7f752890194e9b8a2d7f6e5efa7acb7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065874ef69069752865bc9ad854c18cea76845370524d5370523786557406300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c4f86958b555f5df25efa7acb76840020005000440046002065874ef63002>
    /CZE <>
    /DAN <>
    /DEU <>
    /ESP <>
    /ETI <>
    /FRA <>
    /GRE <>

    /HRV (Za stvaranje Adobe PDF dokumenata najpogodnijih za visokokvalitetni ispis prije tiskanja koristite ove postavke.  Stvoreni PDF dokumenti mogu se otvoriti Acrobat i Adobe Reader 5.0 i kasnijim verzijama.)
    /HUN <>
    /ITA <>
    /JPN <FEFF9ad854c18cea306a30d730ea30d730ec30b951fa529b7528002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020658766f8306e4f5c6210306b4f7f75283057307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a30674f5c62103055308c305f0020005000440046002030d530a130a430eb306f3001004100630072006f0062006100740020304a30883073002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee5964d3067958b304f30533068304c3067304d307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a306b306f30d530a930f330c8306e57cb30818fbc307f304c5fc59808306730593002>
    /KOR <FEFFc7740020c124c815c7440020c0acc6a9d558c5ec0020ace0d488c9c80020c2dcd5d80020c778c1c4c5d00020ac00c7a50020c801d569d55c002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020bb38c11cb97c0020c791c131d569b2c8b2e4002e0020c774b807ac8c0020c791c131b41c00200050004400460020bb38c11cb2940020004100630072006f0062006100740020bc0f002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e00300020c774c0c1c5d0c11c0020c5f40020c2180020c788c2b5b2c8b2e4002e>
    /LTH <>
    /LVI <>
    /NLD (Gebruik deze instellingen om Adobe PDF-documenten te maken die zijn geoptimaliseerd voor prepress-afdrukken van hoge kwaliteit. De gemaakte PDF-documenten kunnen worden geopend met Acrobat en Adobe Reader 5.0 en hoger.)
    /NOR <>
    /POL <>
    /PTB <>
    /RUM <>
    /RUS <>
    /SKY <>
    /SLV <>
    /SUO <>
    /SVE <>
    /TUR <>
    /UKR <>
    /ENU (Use these settings to create Adobe PDF documents best suited for high-quality prepress printing.  Created PDF documents can be opened with Acrobat and Adobe Reader 5.0 and later.)
  >>
  /Namespace [
    (Adobe)
    (Common)
    (1.0)
  ]
  /OtherNamespaces [
    <<
      /AsReaderSpreads false
      /CropImagesToFrames true
      /ErrorControl /WarnAndContinue
      /FlattenerIgnoreSpreadOverrides false
      /IncludeGuidesGrids false
      /IncludeNonPrinting false
      /IncludeSlug false
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (InDesign)
        (4.0)
      ]
      /OmitPlacedBitmaps false
      /OmitPlacedEPS false
      /OmitPlacedPDF false
      /SimulateOverprint /Legacy
    >>
    <<
      /AddBleedMarks false
      /AddColorBars false
      /AddCropMarks false
      /AddPageInfo false
      /AddRegMarks false
      /ConvertColors /ConvertToCMYK
      /DestinationProfileName ()
      /DestinationProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK
      /Downsample16BitImages true
      /FlattenerPreset <<
        /PresetSelector /MediumResolution
      >>
      /FormElements false
      /GenerateStructure false
      /IncludeBookmarks false
      /IncludeHyperlinks false
      /IncludeInteractive false
      /IncludeLayers false
      /IncludeProfiles false
      /MultimediaHandling /UseObjectSettings
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (CreativeSuite)
        (2.0)
      ]
      /PDFXOutputIntentProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK
      /PreserveEditing true
      /UntaggedCMYKHandling /LeaveUntagged
      /UntaggedRGBHandling /UseDocumentProfile
      /UseDocumentBleed false
    >>
  ]
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [2400 2400]
  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]
>> setpagedevice




